4/13/2019

This Week’s Parsha: Metzora ~ Shabbat Hagadol

The Torah reading of this week deals with
the mysterious spiritual disease that
caused physical manifestations on the skin
of a human being, on the stones of a house
or on the fabric of textiles. The rabbis connected the onset of this disease to words of
hate and slander. Later generations incorrectly described this disease as being leprosy, but we are now aware that this is not
an accurate definition or description of
the syndrome that the Torah describes.
What is clear is that the spiritual state of
the person, just as the emotional and mental condition of human being, has physical
manifestations and greatly influences behavior, appearance and general outlook.
The Torah prescribes a process of purification and healing that will allow the victim of this disease to become healthy again
and to return to normal society in a rehabilitative fashion. The Torah emphasizes
to us the importance of being part of society and not to remain as an individual isolated from all others and self-absorbed in
one's own problems and disappointments.
This is a very important lesson about life.
It is especially important in a society such
as ours that has, to a great extent, turned
inward and encourages people to think
only about themselves and their personal
welfare and desires. In Judaism, being
outside of the camp is not seen as a matter
of pride or accomplishment. Rather, it is
seen only as a temporary expedient in order to help purify one's own spirit and
body so that one can return to being part
of the general society and to contribute to
the welfare of that society. We have numerous references in the Talmud and in
Jewish tradition as to the importance of
being connected to society. The rabbis in
Avot cautioned us not to separate ourselves from the community. The great holy
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man Choni HaMa’agol appeals to Heaven
to either grant him societal interaction or
to allow him to pass on from this world.
Naturally, the type of society that the rabbis were talking about is one that strives
for justice and morality and retains within
it the core of Jewish and Torah values. A
society that is immoral and without a moral compass, a society that flaunts aberrant
behavior and justifies even infanticide is
not one that we should wish to be attached
to or be part of. Such a society must be opposed and if opposition to it is stifled, as
unfortunately it is in our time, then separation and isolation from that society is
not only justified but necessary. That is
what Maimonides meant when he said
that one should go out into the desert and
live alone rather than succumb to the values and behavior of an evil society. The
dermatological disease described in the
Torah may no longer be with us, however
the causes for and the effect that it has on
society generally, certainly are present in
our time. We must engage in acts of selfpurification, and, if necessary, isolation in
order to rehabilitate ourselves and society
generally.
Rabbi Berel Wein
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DAVENING TIMES
Light Candles, Friday 4/12
next week candle lighting will be
Mincha: Friday 4/12
Shacharit: Sat/Shabbat 4/13
Mincha: Sat/Shabbat 4/13
Shabbat Ends
Shacharit: Sunday 4/14
Mincha: 4/14 - 4/18
Shacharit: Weekdays

6:54 pm
7:00 pm
6:55 pm
8:50 am
6:40 pm
7:53 pm
8:00 am
7:00 pm
6:30 am

7:30 pm Kabbalistic

Shabbat/Sat: 4/13
8:30 am Class

w/Rabbi Orlowek

approach to the Parsha
w/Yosef Beit HaLahhmi

The Kiddush Club!
Thank you to everyone participating and
please contact the office at 702-360-8909
to join.
Seudat Shlishith is generously sponsored by:

Simon S and Mazal Abraham
Wishing the entire community
a Chag Kasher V’Sameach

Seudah Shelishith is graciously prepared by:

Leah and Art Metz

Tuesday

Reminder: Anyone who left something in the shul
or on the coat rack: We are cleaning for
into a most positive
Passover and we will dispose of anything
experience w/Rabbi Wyne
left here after this Shabbat.

5:55 pm Class in Hebrew 7:30 pm Turn Passover
Men & Women
w/Rabbi Orlowek

5:55 pm Class for
Women w/ Rabbi Wyne
6:10 pm Making Your
Seder Orderly
w/Rabbi Anderson

Sunday

9:00 am Weekly Parsha
w/Rabbi Davidowitz

Thank you to everyone who
signed
the life & legacy letter of intent.
This week the shul received the
incentive money for this
program.
We will be recognizing all of the
Life & Legacy members at the
gala. Please sign the letter of
intent before Pesach so that we
can include your name

Kiddush this week is generously sponsored by:

Wednesday
7:30 pm Daniel

w/Rabbi Laxmeter

Thursday

7:30 pm Pirkei Avot

w/Yechiel Fleischman

7:30 pm Hebrew
Reading Crash Course
w/Stuart Berliner

Bikur Cholim: Alan Cohen 702-869-3008
Visitors for Steve Paige 702-470-1153
Kindred Spring Valley: 5650 S. Rainbow
room 1406B. Please call first.
Young Israel Aish Las Vegas Advisory Board 5779 (2019)

Saturday/Shabbat Schedule 4/13
8:30 am class w/Rabbi Orlowek
8:50 am Shacharit
9:45 am Torah Service
9:30 am / 10:30 am Youth Programs Begin
11:00 am Drasha w/Rabbi Wyne
11:10 am Mussaf or Mussaf Class
w/Rabbi Finsley
11:45 am Community Kiddush
5:55 pm Class in Hebrew ~ Men & Women
w/Rabbi Orlowek
5:55 pm Class for Women w/Rabbi Wyne
6:10 pm Making Your Seder Orderly
w/Rabbi Anderson
6:40 pm Mincha / Seudah Shlishith
Community Havdalah following Maariv

Pesach Story
Here’s the whole debate:
The Torah says to remember the story of
the Exodus not just every
day, but “all the days of
your life.” Ben Zoma says
that means it’s not enough
to remember it in the daytime; you must mention it at
night as well. The rest of
the sages disagree. They
say you have to mention it
only once in the morning.
The extra “all” in “all the
days of your life” is to tell
you that we’ll be telling this
story even afterMoshiach comes. It turns
out that the rabbis are also
debating another important
point: In the messianic era,
will there be any point in
recounting the miraculous
story of how we left Egypt?
Ben Zoma would tell you,
“No way! After seeing the
entire world enter an era of
wisdom and peace, we will
tell that story instead. As

Friday April 19, Siyum on Tractate Chagigah,
with Peter Dubowsky at 7:00 am. Latest time to eat chometz 10:03 am.
Chometz burning at Peccole Ranch clubhouse at 10:30 am.
Latest time to burn chometz is 11:22 am

This weeks Newsletter was prepared
by Nancee France

Insights fromBikur
Rav Noach
Weinberg ZT"L
Cholim
Cohen is wasting time.
The greatest formAlan
of frustration
702-869-3008
When you're standing
in line at a bank, watching
your day tick by when you've got so much to do,
that's one big frustration. Quitting is also a major
source of wasted time. If we invest in a project, and
then don't see it through to completion, we've wasted a lot of time. God created frustration in order to
motivate us to accomplish something with our lives.

for miracles—we will be
ever aware of all the amazing miracles constantly
surrounding us!” But the
rest of the rabbis disagree.
They say that even after all
the incredible miracles
when we leave this final
exile—way beyond the
miracles of Egypt—we will
still make mention of the
exodus from Egypt. Because that’s when it all began. Which means that all
the days since that first
mass escape are really one
long exodus. Every day,
whatever we are doing,
wherever we are doing it, is
another step in leaving our
personal exile, and the exile
of the whole world. It’s just
that leaving Egypt was the
first leap forward, and ever
since then, we’re running
on that impetus.

Birthdays
4/12-4/18
Shira Anderson
Chana Gilman
Natan Goldman
Hadassah Lefkowitz
Michael Schuster

4/13
4/13
4/16
4/17
4/17

Yahrzeits
8 Nisan – 14 Nisan
Nadji Hawa ben Eliyahu,
9 Nisan
father of Rachel Reiser
William Bird,
father of Ro Bernstein

12 Nisan

Sadie Miller
grandmother of Pamela Cherney

12 Nisan

Miriam bas Peretz,
mother of Jonah Margelefsky

12 Nisan

