November 20, 2021

Parsha: Vayishlach

We seem to find our father Jacob always in
some sort of flight. He flees from the wrath of
his brother Eisav and spends decades in exile
in the house of Lavan. Eventually, he is forced
to flee from Lavan when it becomes obvious to
him that dishonesty, corruption, and idolatry
that characterize the house of Lavan
endanger Jacob's physical and spiritual
survival, as well as that of his family.
Because of all of this, he flees the house of
Lavan to try to return to his home in the land
of Israel. Pursued by Lavan, Jacob eventually
mollifies Lavan, and continues his journey.
But now he regards himself as a fugitive,
constantly in danger and subject to constant
threats from outside enemies from whom he
cannot seemingly escape.
The encounter with his brother Eisav, as
described in this week's Torah reading, is the
culmination of Jacob's realization of all his
fears, and of the futility of his repeated
attempts to flee and escape. Rashi points out
that Jacob devised a plan of three options
regarding the forthcoming encounter with
Eisav: to purchase goodwill with money, with
a prayer to heaven to help them escape
trouble, and, if necessary, physical
self-defense to preserve his life and his family.
It is noteworthy that the option of fleeing, of
running away, does not appear in the
literature as being an option that Jacob
considered in this instance. He apparently is
done running, and now turns to face his
problems and his adversary, head-on,
face-to-face. Jacob is pre-empted by a
mysterious confrontation with the angel of
Eisav before the actual encounter with his
brother. That encounter comes upon him
suddenly and unexpectedly, and it is a threat
that he cannot escape from. Jacob wrestles
with his adversaries but in the ensuing
struggle, Jacob is injured. He prevails though
and emerges triumphant, so much so, that his
adversary is forced to bless him and
acknowledge his greatness.
It is this encounter with the angel that,
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somehow, brought home to Jacob the futility
of attempting to escape the meeting with his
brother. Jacob. He decides to confront his
problems and not avoid them, and devises
three options as to how he will encounter
Eisav, but also confront him.
There are many problems in life – and, in
fact, life is a series of problems – that we often
attempt to deal with by ignoring them or
fleeing from them. This tactic rarely proves
successful. Eventually we all must meet up
with our own Eisav, or at least with the
angel - and ideas that the angel represents.
Judaism has never attempted to escape from
the world. Instead, it has always attempted to
face it, argue, and debate, teach, and instruct,
and retain its faith and values. History has
shown us how impossible it is to avoid
confrontation – certainly in the realm of ideas,
beliefs, and normative behavior. Being able to
face up to a problem and its ramifications is
the first step towards being able somehow to
solve or overcome the problem, with an
adequate resolution.

Weekday Classes

Sunday ~ 11/21 Parsha, 9:00 am
Sunday ~

w/ R. Davidowitz
11/21 Death & Mourning in Halakha
@ 10:15 am w/ R. Anderson

Sunday ~ 11/21 Think & Live Jewish
@ 7:00 pm w/ R. Wyne
Monday, 11/22 at 7pm R’ Nissel - Parenting Class

Tuesday
11/23 Think & Live Jewish
Rabbi
Berel~Wein

@ 7:00 pm w/ R. Wyne

Wednesday ~ 11/24 Mystical Parsha
@ 7:00 pm w/ Yosef Beit-Halahmi
Wednesday ~ 11/24 Shemirat HaLashon
@ 8:30 pm w/ Moriah Dubowsky
Thursday ~ 11/25 Think & Live Jewish
@ 7:00pm w/ R. Wyne

DAVENING TIMES

Shabbat Kiddush is Generously Sponsored by:

Light Candles, Friday, 11/19

4:12 pm

11//26, Candle Lighting will be

4:09 pm

Mincha: Friday, 11/19

4:15 pm

Shacharit: Shabbat Morning, 11/20

8:50 am

Mincha: Shabbat, 11/20

4:05 pm

Shabbat ends, 11/20

5:11 pm

Shacharit: Weekdays

6:30 am

Mincha: Sun –Thurs 11/21 - 25

4:15 pm

Shacharit: Sunday

8:00 am

Insights from Rav Noach Weinberg Z”L
Torah is the word of God, communicated to the
Jewish people at Mount Sinai. If a piece of Torah
doesn't seem to make sense, don't pass it off as
irrelevant. Keep asking, searching, delving. Look
deeper into what each piece of Torah is telling you.
All the stories and commandments are philosophical
messages waiting to be revealed by the intellectually
active mind. The Flood, the Tower of Babel, the
splitting of the Red Sea – all contain the deepest
wisdom for living. Even dates, names, numbers,
events, and lineage all teach us something.
The message is often between the lines.
And when the message seems obvious,
there's more below the surface.

Cheli & Sam Joffe in honor of their 3rd
Wedding Anniversary!
Mazal Tov!!

Seudah Shelishith is Graciously Sponsored by:

Simon S and Mazal Abraham,

in memory of
David ben Abraham grandfather
of Simon S. Abraham
This weeks Newsletter was prepared by:
Nancee France
Shabbat Morning Classes 11/20
Shabbat 8:30 am Hanukkah FAQ
w/ Rabbi Anderson

During Prayer Service:
Intro To Torah Reading w/ Rabbi Shuey
Intro to Haftorah
w/ Rabbi Anderson
Drasha before Mussaf w/ Rabbi Wyne
Mussaf class
w/ Rabbi Wyne
Shabbat Afternoon:
3:40 pm Class for Women
w/ Rabbi Wyne
3:40 pm Parsha / Hanukkah
w/ Rabbi Anderson
3:20 pm Parsha Class in Hebrew
w/ Yosef Beit-Halahmi
Mazal Tov to Moshe Borvick and the
Vegas NCSY staff on being awarded the
West Coast chapter of the Year!!
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Birthdays

11/19 – 11/25

Yitzchak Riback
Elie Goldschmidt
Shoshana Geller

11/21
11/23
11/23

Anniversaries
11/19 –11/25
None this week

Yahrtzeits

16 Kislev - 22 Kislev

Basha bat Jacob, mother of Debby Goldman
17 Kislev
Elazar Thum, uncle of Mark Geller

17 Kislev

Pesach ben Shmuel HaCohen father of Leta Metz
18 Kislev
Batsheva bat Memachem Mendel, mother of
Marla Rudnick
18 Kislev
Sheldon Schwartz father of Jessica Stockman
19 Kislev
David ben Abraham grandfather
of Simon S. Abraham
20 Kislev
Sidney ben Pesach father of Bilha Stein
21 Kislev
Clara Badeker aunt of Rabbi Wyne

21 Kislev

