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Parashat Emor

Friday Night
Candle Lighting
Mincha

7:20 PM
7:00 PM

5/6, Candle Lighting will be

7:26 PM

Davening Times Schedule
Shabbat
Shacharit
Mincha
Shabbat Ends

8:50 AM
7:15 PM
8:23 PM

Sunday - Thursday
Sunday

8:00 AM

Weekdays Shacharit

6:30 AM

Mincha/Maariv

7:25 PM

Thank You

Lag B’Omer
celebration sponsors!
Donna & Jim Lerner

Nancee France

Steve Chase

Michael Tessler

Chemie Wyne

Racheli & Elichai Rubin

Cheli and Sam Joffe

CLASSES

SHABBAT
Friday Night

Tuesday & Thursday

Drasha between Mincha and Maariv
Rabbi Wyne

8:00 PM -

“Creating Optimism”
with Rabbi Wyne

Morning
8:30 am - The Scope of Rabbinic Authority
Rabbi Anderson

During Prayer Service:
Intro to Torah Reading

Rabbi Shuey

Intro to Haftorah

Rabbi Anderson

Main Drasha

Rabbi Wyne

(before Mussaf)

Mussaf Class

Rabbi Wyne

Afternoon
6:45 PM - Principles to enjoy Serious Judaism
Class for Women

Rabbi Wyne

6:45 PM - A Rebuttal to Sunday
Night's Lecture
Rabbi Anderson
6:15 PM - Parsha Class in Hebrew Yosef Beit Halahmi
Derash during Seudah Shlishit Rabbi Shuey

(Following Mincha)

Sunday
9:00 AM

Parsha
with Rabbi Davidowitz

10:15 AM

Amirah LeAkum
with Rabbi Anderson

8:00 PM

“Creating Optimism”
With Rabbi Wyne

Wednesday
6:00 PM - Mystical Parsha Yosef Beit Halahmi

THIS WEEK

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays
Dee Milman

May 16

Jeri Goldman - Laxmeter

May 17

Rabbi Michael Laxmeter

May 17

Rivky Wyne

May 18

Aaron Deutch

May 19

Ahuva and Rabbi Asher Finsley
The Finsley Family is moving to
Portugal this summer

Anniversary

(May 21st will be their last Shabbat in the community)

Rabbi Avi & Rivky Anderson

May 17

Rabbi Asher’s promotion to
Lieutenant Colonel
And in honor of Ella’s 6th birthday

This week’s Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by
Cheli & Sam Joffe
in honor of Sam’s late father,
Nathan Joffe’s 5th yartzheit.
May his neshama have an Aliyah.

Natan Ben Shalom Yehuda

And by

Dee & Dr. Adam Milman
In celebration of
Dee’s 29th birthday!

Yahrtzeits
Hayim ben Alexander, grandfather of Rahel Tennenbaum
Eliezer Mizrachi, Eli's grandfather

12 Iyar
16 Iyar

Emor 5782
One of the central themes in this week's Torah reading concerns
the special and unique laws and commandments that pertain to
the kohanim – the family of Aaron who became the priests of
Israel. While the people of Israel did not democratically elect
them to serve in that exalted role, they were, rather, appointed
to their duties and status by the will of Heaven, as expressed
through Moshe.
We have seen earlier in the Torah that there was hesitancy on
the part of Aaron to accept his role of priesthood. Nevertheless,
at the insistence of Moshe and the direction of Heaven, the family of Aaron became the everlasting chain of priesthood that
exists within Jewish society even until today.
It is obvious that the Torah was aware of the pitfalls of choosing the priesthood instead of electing it through the medium of
the will of the people of Israel. Later in the Torah, a rebellion
was mounted against this notion and Moshe's leadership, and
one of the main complaints against them would be that somehow Moshe was guilty of nepotism in choosing his brother Aaron as the first and founding member of the priesthood of Israel.
Yet, the Torah did not flinch from establishing Aaron and his
family as the priesthood of Israel, and that choice has weathered all storms, and remains valid and vital, even in current
Jewish society, thousands of years after Moshe and Aaron are
no longer with us.
Truly, human beings have many thoughts, plans, and ideas, but
eventually it is the will of the Lord that will prevail and survive.
All human choices are, by their very nature, subject to fallibility
and mistakes. But the will of Heaven always has the imprint of
perfection and infinity upon it.
Aaron and his descendants have a special place in Jewish life.
They are entitled to financial support, social favor, and status.
The laws that we read in this week's portion still apply to them.
In my experience, I have noticed that kohanim possess a special
pride in their heritage and in their uniqueness. Judaism, which
always is a meritocracy, nevertheless, creates an aristocracy to
the priesthood of Aaron and his descendants. Scholarship, piety
and even leadership are fields that are open to each and every
Jewish person, without regard to ancestral advantage. However,
the service of bridging the gap between God and the Jewish
people, between the practical and mundane parts of life, and
that of the Temple service with the exalted infinity that the temple was meant to encompass, was a task that was left those that

were chosen by Heaven for the fulfillment of that very role –
Aaron and his family.
Not every kohen was necessarily fit for the task, nor did he live
up to the responsibilities of the priesthood. However, as a group
and as a class, it is obvious that even until today, the family of
Aaron is deservedly held in high regard throughout Jewish society, and remains a constant reminder of the will of Heaven as
expressed in our own societal lives.

Shabbat shalom, Rabbi Berel Wein

Insights from Rav Noah Weinberg’s z”l
Take note of how you make decisions. Do you
deliberate and consider the weight of important
issues? Or is it impulsive and without thought of
consequence? Or do you simply shrug your
shoulders and make a decision out of ignorance?
Bi-yishuv – literally "by sitting." Life has deci-

sions to be made at every moment. So don't be
hasty. Slow down. Examine all the aspects. Reflect. Deliberate.
Make the best decisions you can, but don't get so
wrapped up in yourself that you're afraid to commit to a final decision.

